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MALDI and Proteomics – an ideal partnership
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While MALDI has become a key technology for proteomics, our understanding of the fundamental processes is still limited. Matrix selection and most of the current protocols have been found empirically rather than being based on a sound understanding. To a large extent this is due to the short time scale on which the relevant processes take place in the expanding material plume. However, major new insights could be gained based on the use of molecular probes, such as organic indicator dyes or anions of extremely strong acids, shedding light on the processes of matrix incubation and and ion formation. Our current understanding of the MALDI process will be presented within the frame of the major MALDI application in the field of proteomics. 



